October 1, 2008

Dear Parents:

Students at Royal Valley Middle School are utilizing a free Internet site called www.gaggle.net.  This site enables students to have monitored email, blogging utilization, and a digital locker to store school documents.  This site is a secure site for our middle school students ONLY!   It blocks outsider access!  It has very strict filters on language (i.e. slang, cuss words, inappropriate content, etc.).

This website is another tool that students and teachers are using to enhance their education through technology.  Students are using this site by blogging and storing school documents on their digital lockers.   It is critical that your child does not give out their password to any other student.  However, we are able to change passwords if problems arise. Please discuss this site with your child and let them show you the capabilities.

Because of the filtering system, the site will redirect questionable language and/or content to the site administrator.  On the following page you will find consequences that have been set in place by the administration and teachers.  Please take the time to read and understand the information dealing with this Internet site.  Take the time to go to the website yourself and check it out. 

Communicating with the school about your child’s access to the Internet will help you know the safety measures that are in place.  Taking a little time to read school communication letters carefully or calling the school can make a big difference in your child’s safety.

This information will be posted on the school website so that you can refer to it all year.

Students have all been verbally informed of the capabilities and the proper use of this site.  Please read and discuss with your child the following protocol.  Sign and return as soon as possible so that your child can utilize this technology.

After questionable language and/or content has been redirected to the site administrator, these consequences will take place.

1st Offense – The student will serve a detention at which time they will write an essay on using appropriate language/content while using school computers and/or programs.

2nd Offense – The student’s use of the Internet will be suspended along with the gaggle.net site for a period of time as determined by the administrators.  

3rd Offense – The student will serve 1/2 day of ISS in which they will write another essay about “abusing privileges”.  They will also lose their Internet privileges and gaggle.net site for the remainder of the school year. 

NOTE:  If any content contains any threats, intimidation, or extreme profanity, the student will be subject to suspension as noted in the school policy handbook.

While the Internet can be a useful tool, it can also be very dangerous!  Please monitor your child’s use of the Internet at home.  Be safe, not sorry!

If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact Mrs. Hainey at haineyb@rv337.k12.ks.us or Mrs. Tanking at tankingk@rv337.k12.ks.us.

Please indicate that you and your child have read and understood the information regarding the gaggle.net site by signing the document below and returning it to Mrs. Hainey as soon as possible. Students will not be able to utilize the gaggle site without this document signed.

Student Signature________________________________________Date___________

Parent Signature _________________________________________Date___________

