Mr. McAlister’s 7th grade Kansas History students have been working on special civics project off and on for several weeks.

It is common historical knowledge that the once famous James Lane Trail passed through Jackson, County north connecting the Free State areas of Territorial Kansas to the Anti-Slavery North.  As discussion of this fact was introduced in class a few students began asking, where is the trail today?  This of course led to further research.  According to our research Highway 75 near the interchange of 46th Street and Highway 75 to just South of Holton follows closely to what used to be the old trail.  This led to the question that led to the project.  The question, “Why don’t we rename Highway 75?” came from one of our 6th hour Kansas History students, and thus a project was born.

The project entailed a division of students into nine different committees each with a different task related to renaming Highway 75 to honor James Lane and his trail.  The results of our committee’s research and hard work were nine professionally written letters from each class period detailing the history, the famous people, the exact location, and the recommended title of the sign to honor the James Lane Trail.  In addition, another 7th grade committee wrote the legislation intended to change a portion of Highway 75 to the ‘James Lane Freedom Trail’.  The letters and the legislation have been sent to Representative Rocky Fund, Senator Dennis Pyle, and Governor Mark Parkinson with the hope that our elected officials will see to it that the 7th graders hard work becomes a reality.

Last week the bill was introduced by Representative Rocky Fund into the Kansas House of Representatives and given a number, 2650.  Further the bill has been referred to the Transportation Committee, Representative Gary Hayzlett chair.  As of the February 8, 2010 a hearing has been scheduled for Monday February 15, 2010 at 1:30 pm at the Docking State Office Building room 738.  You can track the bill at the Kansas Legislature website: www.kslegislature.org. 

We would like to thank Representative Rocky Fund for introducing the bill, Lee Holmes, with the Kansas Department of Transportation, for designing our sign and Julie Lenger-McPike, with the Freedom's Frontier National Heritage Area, for her tireless efforts to obtain funding for this project.

See prospective sign below:
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